For the practical purposes of this paper, the form of dyspepsia designated irritative or functional will be treated as belonging to one or other of the following three classes:?
1. Those cases wherein the process of digestion is more or less habitually subject to the disturbance generated by the disordered physiological mechanism of the process itself. that the more acid the gastric the more alkaline the salivary secretion, it is not begging the question to base upon these facts the plea in explanation of the phenomenon that the salivary glands, interpreting, as it were, the demands of the aliments ingested, supply the necessary, but only that amount of alkalinity which meets both the character of the food partaken of, and the gastric excitement incident to its reception.
But whatever the precise nature of the relationship may be which determines the acidity of the gastric and the alkalinity of the salivary juice as a substantive fact, we must at least properly and rationally admit that relationship as aiding the diagnosis, and indicating the line of treatment in functional dyspepsia.
There is, roughly, four or five times more gastric juice secreted than saliva in the twenty-four hours, but there is no absolute limit for gauging the amount of either. 
